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their second straight division crown in 1998.
For those of us that remember the early days
of the Astros, we also know Larry for his 14
remarkable seasons as a top-notch pitcher in
the National League who was the Astros’ first
20-game winner in 1969. He was named to
two All-Star games and pitched a no-hitter in
1976.

Mr. Chairman, many sports fans, including
myself, can easily become caught-up in the
importance of winning games, division titles
and championships. We rejoice at the success
of the great athletes, whose guile and ability
seem to defy our human limitations. While
winning is important, injuries and losses teach
both athletes and fans alike to keep humility in
check, for we are all mortal, and every mo-
ment of triumph and success can be quickly
supplanted with bad fortune and loss. In many
ways, the battles of winning and losing,
through good times and bad, mirror the unpre-
dictable course of our own lives.

On June 13, 1999, Larry Dierker, a quiet,
humble man who has accomplished many
great things in the arena of baseball, brought
this lesson home to the sports fans of Hous-
ton. Now that he has rejoined the Astros, I join
with Larry Dierker’s family and many friends in
the major leagues in celebrating his quick re-
covery and offering my best wishes in his able
return to the Astros dugout.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2466) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, today I rise to support Representative
SLAUGHTER’s amendment which will add
money to the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA) and the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH).

Ms. SLAUGHTER’s amendment raises the ap-
propriation level for the National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH) and the National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA) by $10 million
each.

The NEH is vital to our educational systems
and provides numerous services in the area of
the humanities. The NEH provides grants to
individuals and institutions. These grants sup-
port valuable aspects of the humanities such
as research in the humanities; educational op-
portunities for teachers; the preservation of
texts and materials; translations of important
works; museum exhibitions, television and
radio programs; and public discussion and
study.

The humanities encompass a wide variety
of subject matter. They are all around us and
evident in our daily lives. When you visit an
exhibition on ‘‘The Many Realms of King Ar-
thur’’ at your local library, that is the human-
ities. When you read the diary of a 17th-cen-

tury New England midwife, that is the human-
ities. When you watch an episode of ‘‘The
Civil War,’’ that is the humanities, too. The hu-
manities include the study of literature, history,
philosophy, religion, art, history, and archae-
ology.

NEH also provides many educational tools
for children. Most recently, the NEH has pro-
vided students with the educational founda-
tions necessary for the use of the internet.
NEH maintains EDSITEment, a gateway Web
site that provides links to 49 sites carefully se-
lected for their quality of educational content
and design. Instead of having to sift through
more than 65,000 humanities-related sites on
the Web, anyone seeking the best humanities
education materials on the Internet can easily
find and access them through EDSITEment.
Each site comes with lesson plans offering
suggestions on how to use the materials effec-
tively in the classroom.

NEH works closely with schools and is cur-
rently awarding grants to schools around the
nation through an initiative called ‘‘Schools for
a New Millennium,’’ which will enable those
schools to become models of how teachers,
principals, librarians, and the community can
fully incorporate CD–ROM’s and the Internet
into their everyday teaching.

To increase its efficiency, the NEH is orga-
nized into three divisions—Education and Re-
search, Preservation and Access, and Public
Program—and three offices—Challenge
Grants, Federal/State Partnership, and Enter-
prise.

The Hogg Middle School in my district re-
ceived a grant from the NEH to do a historical
study of the Heights, an area in my district,
which will be published on the world-wide-web
along the side and connected to the official
online guide to Texas history. This is a tre-
mendous achievement that could only be done
with the help of the NEH.

The NEA is an independent agency of the
Federal government charged with supporting
the arts in America for All Americans. The
NEA carries out their mission through grants,
leadership initiatives, partnership agreements
with state and regional organizations, partner-
ships with other Federal agencies and the pri-
vate sector, research, arts education, access
programs, and advocacy.

Since 1965, the example at the Federal
level has led to the establishment of public
arts agencies in every state and the creation
of seven regional arts agencies. Public arts
agencies in small towns and cities have grown
to over 3,800. Through the NEA partnerships,
they have helped to increase the amount of
private donations to the arts. For every dollar
the endowment awards, other sources con-
tribute $12 to make art happen in thousands
of communities.

The NEA in Texas has provided money for
such programs to the Houston Symphony So-
ciety, the Houston International Jazz Festival,
the Alley Theater and the Texas Institute for
Arts in Education. These programs ensure that
Houston, TX, will remain a hub of arts and cul-
ture for years to come, and I look forward to
their continuing important work.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port funding for both the NEA and the NEH.

IN HONOR OF COLOMBIA AND THE
COLOMBIAN PEOPLE ON THE
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INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN
AND OF THE COLOMBIAN COM-
MUNITY IN ELIZABETH, NJ
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OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 15, 1999

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the 189th Anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence of Colombia from Spain
and to proclaim July 19–23, 1999, as ‘‘Colom-
bian Week’’ in the City of Elizabeth, NJ.

The Colombian Community in the City of
Elizabeth has made great contributions to my
district, as well as to the State of New Jersey.
They have provided many invaluable services,
and their culture and heritage continues to en-
rich the entire 13th District. Repeatedly, they
have worked diligently to realize every oppor-
tunity that American democracy provides.

Because of their spiritual and cultural val-
ues, the Colombian community of Elizabeth
has exemplified civil responsibility. They have
emerged as true role models for all Americans
by working not only for the welfare of the Co-
lombian community, but for the health, wealth,
and welfare of the city at large.

The initiation of ‘‘Colombian Week’’ offers a
time for the Colombian community to celebrate
Colombia’s growth as a nation and to share
that feeling with the entire community of Eliza-
beth. Through teaching and learning from
each other’s experiences, we are able to build
a strong and united community. I invite all the
people of Elizabeth to unite and help to com-
memorate this great Colombian anniversary.

I am happy to honor the Colombian commu-
nity for their many achievements and contribu-
tions to the City of Elizabeth. As the city unites
to commemorate the 189th anniversary of Co-
lombia, may we all take a moment to recog-
nize their great efforts and accomplishments.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, very soon the
House will decide on the matter of Congres-
sional pay raises. This topic has also been
considered by the State of Colorado. The Col-
orado General Assembly recently adopted
Senate Joint Memorial 99–005—sponsored by
Senate President Ray Powers of Colorado
Springs, and State Representative Doug Dean
of Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution of the United
States also speaks to the topic of legislative
pay raises. It forbids Members of Congress
from voting themselves pay raises. Amend-
ment XXVII—‘‘the Madison Amendment’’—
says, ‘‘No law, varying the compensation for
the services of the Senators and Representa-
tives, shall take effect, until an election of
Representatives shall have intervened.’’

As one who has served in the Colorado
State Senate, I am persuaded Colorado’s offi-
cial position on the matter of pay raises is
thoughtful and representative of Coloradans
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